New York State Association of Fire Chaplains, Inc.
Dear Fellow Fire and EMS Chaplains,

At the NYSAFC, Inc. Board of Directors fall meeting, Chief Chaplain Barrie-Lyn Foster appointed four Board members to form the Logo Committee.  They are Past Chief Chaplain Bill Miles, 2nd Deputy Chief Ken Hessel, Board member Bill Mayo, and myself, the new Supply Officer for the Association and Central Region director.  I was the consensus choice to serve as the chair of the committee.  I am writing to inform you of the procedure which the Association will be using to update our logo and invite your participation in the process.

There are four assumptions guiding this process and our adoption of an update:

1. The organization needs a computer generated logo for a number of reasons to include providing our logo to various other firematic associations, our website, and badges for our chief officers.

2. We are a multi-faith organization now and will only become more so, reflective of the increasing diversity within the Fire & EMS Service.
3. We seek a logo which embraces some of the traditions incorporated in our current patch which can be viewed on our organization website www.nysac.org. 
4. The logo should reflect the nature of our mission to recruit, train and support the Fire and EMS chaplains of the state.

The following is the process, adopted by our Board, with modifications:

1.  Request proposals from the membership for a new logo meeting the criteria of our assumptions.  In the request explain the process and encourage members to share this opportunity with other nearby chaplains.  Request to be advertised by email, Facebook, Website, and letter for those without known email addresses.  This period will end 15 February 2012.  The Logo Committee will also develop some possibilities.

2. By the next Board meeting beginning 29 Feb 2012, the Committee reports suggested designs.
3. By email, Facebook, website and letter provide the suggested logo candidates, including them as well in the Training Conference packet with a ballot (postcard).  Request votes by April 15th.

4. Committee tallies the votes and makes the choice.  Biggest vote-getter which meets the criteria will be offered to the membership as our updated logo.

5. The membership is informed of the choice at the Annual Meeting and invited to embrace the choice.
6. Graphics including jpeg files are subsequently provided for use and production.  All prior patches are sold as legacy items.  Seal of the corporation is not changed.

All submissions that meet our criteria will be developed to the same standard by graphic artists recruited by me with, I hope, the work being down by local students at Tompkins-Cortland Community College, SUNY Cortland and the local high schools.

So what do we need from you?  Consider our criteria and produce a sketch for a proposed update of our Association logo.  Solicit suggestions from Fire & EMS Chaplains around you as well as any one in the community who might like to participate.

All suggestions should be sent to me by mail or email and be received by 15 February.  My mailing address is 29 William Street, Cortland, New York 13045-3036.  My email address is tecmargrave@twcny.rr.com.  We welcome any questions or suggestions; contact any one of us on the Committee.   My own phone number is 607-423-0845.  Thank you for your support of the Association and this process.
Very respectfully, 

Chaplain Tom Margrave

Region 4 – Central Director, NYSAFC, Inc.

Chairperson Logo Committee

